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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Chen 
et al. US 2004/0088440 A1 for the same reason as stated in the last Office Action 
(grounds and rejection are restated for applicant's convince). 

Regarding claim 1 Chen et al. teaches a disc player (10 of Fig. 1, [0019] optical 
disc drive), comprising of an optical drive (14 of Fig. 1, [0019] read/write drive) for 
reading data from a disc, a card reader (16 of Fig.1, [0019] multi-format card read/write 
controller) for reading image files from a card and a micro-controller (12 of Fig. 1, [0019] 
micro-controller) connected to said optical drive and said card reader for receiving data 
or image files from said optical drive or said card reader (Fig. 1, [0019] The micro- 
controller for controlling and processing actions and signal communications between 
each component.), wherein when said micro-controller is operated in a soundless 
operation mode, said optical drive is activated to output an audio data and said micro- 
controller may transfer the audio data to audio signals for playing (Fig. 2, [0022] The 
read/write drive starts to read data in DVD. Next it transfers the media data to the media 
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data codec for decompression. Afterwards, the analog interface transducer receives the 
decompressed data that converts the digital data into analog media signals. This is 
finally received by the television to be played). 

Regarding claim 2 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said audio data is a CD-DA format data or a MP3 file ([0019] read/write drive 
can read/write of the optical disc of the formats like CD-R, CD and MP3). 

Regarding claim 3 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said card is selected from a SD card, a MMC card, a SM card, a CF card, and a 
MS card ([0019] The memory card include secured digital (SD), multimedia card (MMC), 
smart media (SM), memory stick (MS), compact flash (CF) formats). 

Regarding claim 4 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said optical drive is a DVD optical drive or a CD optical drive ([0019] read/write 
drive can read/write of the optical disc of the formats like DVD and CD). 

Regarding claim 5 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said soundless operation mode includes showing or editing said image files on 
a TV screen (Fig. 4, [0020] The media digital data can be played using a television). 

Regarding claim 6 Chen et al. teaches a disc player (10 of Fig. 1, [0019] optical 
disc drive), comprising: at least one optical drive (14 of Fig. 1, [0019] read/write drive) 
for reading data from a disc; a card reader (16 of Fig.1, [0019] multi-format card 
read/write controller) for reading data from a card; and a micro-controller (12 of Fig. 1, 
[0019] micro-controller) connected to said at least one optical drive and said card reader 
for receiving data from said at least one optical drive or said card reader (Fig. 1, [0019] 
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The micro-controller for controlling and processing actions and signal communications 
between each component.), wherein when said micro-controller is operated in a 
soundless operation mode, if one of said at least one optical drive and said card reader 
may provide an audio data to said micro-controller, said micro-controller transfer said 
audio data to audio signals for playing (Fig. 2, [0022] The read/write drive starts to read 
data in DVD. Next it transfers the media data to the media data codec for 
decompression. Afterwards, the analog interface transducer receives the decompressed 
data that converts the digital data into analog media signals. This is finally received by 
the television to be played). 

Regarding claim 7 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said audio data is a CD-DA format data or a MP3 file ([0019] read/write drive 
can read/write of the optical disc of the formats like CD-R, CD and MP3). 

Regarding claim 8 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said card is selected from a SD card, a MMC card, a SM card, a CF card, and a 
MS card ([0019] The memory card include secured digital (SD), multimedia card (MMC), 
smart media (SM), memory stick (MS), compact flash (CF) formats). 

Regarding claim 9 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said at least one optical drive is a DVD optical drive, a CD optical drive, a DVD 
recordable optical drive, or a CD recordable optical drive ([0019] read/write drive can 
read/write of the optical disc of the formats like DVD, DVD+R/RW, DVDR/RW, CD-R 
and CD). 
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Regarding claim 10 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said soundless operation mode includes showing or editing data stored in said 
card on a TV screen (Fig. 4, [0020] The media digital data can be played using a 
television). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Chen et al. teaches the disc player as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said soundless operation mode includes copying data from said card reader to 
said at least one optical drive (Fig. 6, [0026] Mutual data transmission is possible 
between various kinds of memory devices including the memory card and optical disc). 

Regarding claim 12 Chen et al. teaches a method of controlling a disc player 
used in a soundless operation mode, comprising the steps of activating a plurality of 
hardware (14 and 16 of Fig. 1, [0019] read/write drive and multi-format card red/write 
controller) for providing at least one audio data ([0020] media data) and if one of said 
hardware being capable of providing said at least one audio data, transferring said 
audio data to audio signals for playing (Fig.4, [0022] The multi-format card read/write 
controller starts to read data in the memory card and transfers the read media data to 
the media data codec for decoding and analog interface transducer for conversion from 
digital data to analog signal. The data then can be played through a television). 

Regarding claim 13 Chen et al. teaches the method as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein said hardware includes at least one optical and a card reader (14 and 16 of Fig. 
1, [0019] read/write drive and multi-format card red/write controller). 
Regarding claim 14 Chen et al. teaches the method as claimed in claim 13, wherein 
said card reader is capable of reading card selected from a SD card, a MMC card, a SM 
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card, a CF card, and a MS card ([0019] The memory card include secured digital (SD), 
multimedia card (MMC), smart media (SM), memory stick (MS), compact flash (CF) 
formats). 

Regarding claim 15 Chen et al. teaches the method as claimed in claim 13, wherein 
said at least one optical drive is a DVD optical drive, a CD optical drive, a DVD 
recordable optical drive, or a CD recordable optical drive ([0019] read/write drive can 
read/write of the optical disc of the formats like DVD, DVD+R/RW, DVDR/RW, CD-R 
and CD). 

Regarding claim 16 Chen et al. teaches the method as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein said audio data includes a MP3 file or a CD-DA music format data ([0019] 
read/write drive can read/write of the optical disc of the formats like CD-R, CD and 
MP3). 

Response to Arguments 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., "at the same time that is transfers audio signals from the optical drive", "one for 
outputting a video signal and one for outputting an audio signal, at the same time") are 
not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

With regard to the remarks, the applicant argues "claim 1 defines that the micro- 
controller is operated in a soundless operation mode, during which the micro-controller 
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receives data or image files from the optical drive or card reader at the same time that it 
transfers audio signals from the optical drive", however the condition of transferring data 
at the same time it transfers audio signals is not claimed. Also the soundless 
operation mode is defined in claim 12 by, activating a plurality of hardware for 
providing at least one audio data; and if one of said hardware being capable of 
providing said at least one audio data, transferring said audio data to audio signals for 
play. The claimed steps does not limit soundless operation mode to only video 
signals and it appears the soundless operation mode contradicts what is being argued 
due to audio data being transferred instead of video or image data. 

Examiner's Note 

The referenced citations made in the rejection(s) above are intended to exemplify 
areas in the prior art document(s) in which the examiner believed are the most relevant 
to the claimed subject matter. However, it is incumbent upon the applicant to analyze 
the prior art document(s) in its/their entirety since other areas of the document(s) may 
be relied upon at a later time to substantiate examiner's rationale of record. A prior art 
reference must be considered in its entirety, i.e., as a whole, including portions that 
would lead away from the claimed invention. W.L. Gore & associates. Inc. v. Garlock, 
Inc. , 721 F.2d 1540, 220 USPQ 303 (Fed. Cir. 1983), cert, denied, 469 U.S. 851 (1984). 
However, "the prior art's mere disclosure of more than one alternative does not 
constitute a teaching away from any of these alternatives because such disclosure does 
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not criticize, discredit, or otherwise discourage the solution claimed...." In re Fulton , 391 
F.3d 1195, 1201, 73 USPQ2d 1141, 1146 (Fed. Cir. 2004). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kezhen Shen whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1815. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571 ) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kezhen Shen/ 
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